
ABANDONED

FADE IN

EXT. OUTSIDE OF TRAIN STATION - NIGHT

SOPHIA walks into the train station, talking on her phone and laughing loudly. 

SOPHIA

Yeah I’m there now, I’m pretty sure I’ve missed the last train though so I don’t know what I’ll do.

JAMIE walks quickly past her. JODIE walks into the train station with her head down, her eyes are red and she appears to have been crying. DAVE drunkenly stumbles into the train station and CHARLOTTE quickly runs to avoid missing her train. 

CUT TO

INT. INSIDE OF TRAIN STATION - NIGHT

The characters get onto the platform at the same time, just as a train pulls in. They all quickly get onto the same carriage and the train leaves the station. 

CUT TO

INT. INSIDE TRAIN CARRIAGE - NIGHT

The train crawls away slowly but doesn’t pick up speed. The lights in the carriage begin to flicker and the characters look around at each other. 

DAVE (slurring)

What’s going on?

CHARLOTTE gets up from her seat and peers out of the train window to try and see what’s happening. JODIE keeps her head down and starts shaking nervously. The train creaks to a stop in the tunnel and the lights go out.

SOPHIA screams.

The characters begin to panic and can be heard shuffling around in the carriage. The lights flicker back on and the characters all have a look of fear on their faces. 

CHARLOTTE (shouting)

We’ve gotta get out of here!

SOPHIA

How the hell are we supposed to do that?

CHARLOTTE

There’s gotta be some way out, we can go through the other carriages or prise the door open.

As CHARLOTTE finishes talking the train jolts forward and begins moving slowly again. The characters all breathe a sigh of relief. After 30 seconds, the characters all sitting in silence, the train arrives at a station. The train door opens and JAMIE gets up out of his seat, approaching the door. He peers his head out of the door with a confused look on his face. He turns to the other characters.

JAMIE

Hey guys, come here. I think you’ll want to see this.

DAVE, CHARLOTTE and SOPHIA get up and stand by the door. JODIE stays curled up on her chair, not even raising her head.

CHARLOTTE

Where are we?

JAMIE

I dunno. This definitely isn’t right though, We’re supposed to be at Liverpool Street. That was the next station. We must have gone the wrong way somehow.

SOPHIA

Well why hasn’t the driver noticed? How do we get away from here?

CHARLOTTE

Well let’s just get off the train and find a way out.

SOPHIA

No we need to stay here. I’m sure the train will move on in a minute. It must have just stopped for something.

CHARLOTTE

Yeah you’re probably right. We’ll just have to wait.

JAMIE, DAVE, CHARLOTTE and SOPHIA sit back in their seats. 

DAVE points at JODIE

DAVE (slurs)

What’s up with her? She hasn’t even moved or said anything.

JODIE quickly jumps out of her seat and runs to the door and out of the train carriage. 

DAVE (slurs)

Well where’s she going now?

All of the characters get up and walk towards the door. They peer outside to see where JODIE has gone. 

SOPHIA

Oh she must have gone up those stairs. She’s found a way out! 

JAMIE

Are you sure?

SOPHIA

She must have done. Let’s follow her!

SOPHIA leaves the train and walks towards the stairs. 

JAMIE (sighs)

Oh alright then.

JAMIE leaves the train and follows SOPHIA. DAVE and CHARLOTTE look at each other then leave the train. As they step onto the platform, the train doors close behind them. The characters all turn around to look at the train. 

CUT TO

INT. TRAIN PLATFORM - NIGHT

SOPHIA

Well I guess we don’t have a choice now. We might as well find out where JODIE has gone.

JAMIE

Where are we? This place looks so strange. I’ve never seen a platform like it before. 

DAVE

It looks like something out of an old movie. There’s stuff everywhere.

SOPHIA

What is this stuff?

SOPHIA walks towards a big poster on the wall, closely followed by JAMIE and DAVE.

SOPHIA (stammers)

W..what is this? 

CHARLOTTE walks up to the poster and looks at it. It shows a man in uniform with the slogan ‘WE NEED YOU’ across it.

CHARLOTTE

It looks like a poster from the war.

DAVE

But there hasn’t been a war for over 50 years.

CHARLOTTE

I know. It’s like this station’s stuck in a time-warp or something.

SOPHIA

I don’t like this. Let’s get out of here.

SOPHIA walks up the stairs where JODIE went earlier.  JODIE is sitting at the top of the stairs huddled up on the floor rocking back and forth. There is a gate with a large padlock on it across the top of the stairs keeping them from getting out. CHARLOTTE, JAMIE and DAVE start walking up the stairs.

CHARLOTTE

I thought this was the way out?

SOPHIA

So did I.

DAVE (points to JODIE)

There is definitely something wrong with her, I don’t like it.

SOPHIA kneels down on the floor in front of JODIE and leans in towards her.

SOPHIA

Are you okay?....Oh my god!

SOPHIA jumps up and screams

DAVE

Woah what’s wrong?

SOPHIA (stutters)

There’s...She....Her eyes!

JAMIE

What about them?

SOPHIA

They’re all bloodshot, she looks crazy!

DAVE

Oh god. Let’s go!

CHARLOTTE

I hate to ask, but where exactly are we gonna go? This was our only way out. 

JAMIE

Well we can’t stay here with her, we need a plan.

CHARLOTTE

Okay I’ll think of something, obviously if the worst comes to the worst we’ll have to stay here till the morning and the trains start running again but I’m sure there’s something we can do before then. 

JAMIE

Like what?

CHARLOTTE

Well if we can get back onto the train somehow then then we’ll be able to walk through the carriages .

JAMIE

It’s worth a try.

CHARLOTTE and JAMIE walk up to the train door and try to open it. When that doesn’t work they try hitting the train windows to break them but they cannot. 

Suddenly a high pitched shrieking noise comes from the tunnel.

FADE OUT


